Single-crystal X-ray study T = 120 K Mean '(C±C) = 0.006 A Ê R factor = 0.055 wR factor = 0.110 Data-to-parameter ratio = 13.8
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The title compound, Ph 2 P(O)CH(Ph)CH 2 COOEt or C 23 H 23 O 3 P, (I), assembles into columns extending down the a axis, via CÐHÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. Compound (I) was isolated as a by-product in studies related to the development of a novel cyclization reaction [Evans et al. (2002) . Tetrahedron Lett. 43, 299±301] and was synthesized independently to con®rm its structure.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared in 70% yield by the reaction of ethyl propiolate with triphenylphosphine under re¯ux in a tetrahydrofuran±water mixture; this is similar in nature to the method reported previously by Richards & Tebby (1971) . View of the title compound, showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 35% probability level. H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
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Data collection
Bruker±Nonius Kappa CCD areadetector diffractometer 9 and 3 scans 10 345 measured re¯ections 3383 independent re¯ections 2169 re¯ections with I > 2'(I) Table 1 Hydrogen-bonding geometry (A Ê , ). Despite the measurement of 67% of Friedel equivalents and the presence of phosphorus in the crystal structure the re®ned value of the Flack (1983) parameter did not allow the determination of the absolute con®guration of the title compound in the crystal. 1387 Friedels were used in the re®nement] Data collection: COLLECT (Hooft, 1998) ; cell re®nement: DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) ; data reduction: DENZO, COLLECT and MAXUS (Mackay et al., 1998 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1990 ); program(s) used to re®ne structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: CAMERON (Watkin et al., 1993) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1998) . organic papers 
S2. Experimental
The title compound was prepared in 70% yield by the reaction of ethyl propiolate with triphenylphosphine under reflux in a THF-water mixture; this is similar in nature to the method reported previously by Richards & Tebby (1971) .
S3. Refinement
Despite the measurement of 67% of Friedel equivalents and the presence of phosphorus in the crystal structure the refined value of the Flack (1983) The C-H···O hydrogen-bonded column extending down the a axis. H atoms not involved in C-H···O bonds have been omitted.
Ethyl 3-(diphenylphosphinoyl)-3-phenylpropionate
Crystal data 
